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and the passage of a bipartisan Labor
HHS appropriation bill.

The amendment is extremely impor-
tant, and I need to make clear that we
will see the issue again. The issue is re-
garding something that surprises and
shocks a lot of people once they hear
that it actually happens in this coun-
try, and that is, that we know of at
least 180 schools in the United States
that hand out the morning-after pill to
minors. These same schools will not
even give a child an aspirin for a head-
ache. Yet our law permits them to
hand out the morning-after pill to lit-
tle girls.

Mr. Speaker, as I said, it was a dif-
ficult decision to withdraw this amend-
ment. Now my colleagues understand
why. It is important for us as Members
of Congress to protect our children.
Protecting our children, in fact, is a
large part of the things that are in-
cluded in the Labor HHS appropriation
bill.

We are not certain of the safety of
the morning-after pill, especially its
impact on very young women, those
who would now receive it in at least 180
of our schools. In fact, in Great Britain
a 1b-year-old girl suffered a stroke
after she had taken the pill at the age
of 14.

The question, I think, that faces this
body, and that will face this body
again, is are we willing to go to the ex-
tent that we need to to protect our
children? If a school cannot give a
child an aspirin, why does this Con-
gress permit a school to give a little
girl a morning-after pill? That means,
basically, that we are condoning, first
of all, that that little girl has admitted
to having been sexually active, likely
at a very young age. Again, these are
minors that are being handed out the
morning-after pill.

Concern has been raised with me ever
since I became the sponsor of this
amendment in the spring by parents,
by teachers, by church leaders, by peo-
ple I run into in the mall; and support
for this amendment has been expressed
from all sectors. In fact, it has been ex-
pressed by both pro-life and pro-choice
people.

That is an important point to make,
Mr. Speaker, because we should not
make this an abortion issue. This is an
issue of little girls and giving parents
and schools the ability to take care of
them, to protect them, and to protect
their health. Federal law currently per-
mits the use of these Federal funds to
distribute the morning-after pill to
schoolchildren. Numerous courts have
ruled that schools using Federal funds
for family planning services are forbid-
den to notify parents, regardless of
State parental consent notification
laws.

Therefore, the amendment would pre-
vent that by doing the following: the
amendment would have said that any
school that distributes the morning-
after pill to these children would,
therefore, not be able to receive any
Federal funding.
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That is the only way, Mr. Speaker,
that we will prevent these schools from
being social activists and encouraging,
in a way, these young ladies to be sexu-
ally active without any protection,
and, in fact, placing these children in
danger of transmitting sexually trans-
mitted diseases and contracting sexu-
ally transmitted diseases.

Mr. Speaker, it is only sensible for us
to consider this issue at another time.
I have had meetings this morning with
leadership and have been assured that I
will be able to move this issue forward
at another time as a freestanding bill
through the Committee on Education
and the Workforce. Hopefully, we will
get the support of the members of that
committee. But until we do, Mr.
Speaker, I want everyone to under-
stand that this Congress is continuing
to allow the distribution of what is and
can be a very dangerous drug to these
young ladies when that same school
cannot even give the girl an aspirin for
a headache.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

—————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 3061, making appropriations for
the Departments of Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2002, and for other
purposes, and that I may include tab-
ular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

————

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2002

Mr. LATOURETTE. Pursuant to the
order of the House of today and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3061.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3061)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2002, and for other purposes,
with Mr. COMBEST in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
order of the House of today, the bill is

H6569

considered as having been read the first
time.

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. REG-
ULA) and the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. OBEY) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. REGULA).

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. REGULA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, first of
all, I want to thank the Members of the
Subcommittee and of the Full Com-
mittee for their help in getting this bill
to the floor. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) for
working with us on a bipartisan basis.

This is a far-reaching bill that touch-
es the lives of every American, and I
think we have had a spirit of biparti-
sanship in both the subcommittee and
the full committee, with the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG) and
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY) in their roles as chairman and
ranking minority members of the full
committee.

I also want to thank the staff of both
committees. They have worked closely
together to ensure that we have a good
bill that does the greatest amount of
good for the American people. And I
want to say a special thanks to the as-
sociate staff of the members of our sub-
committee. They have been very help-
ful in letting us know and letting the
staff of our committee know what was
important to their members, so that
we have tried to incorporate in this bill
things that are very positive in every
way.

I have said early on that the Bible
says there are two great command-
ments, the first is to love your Lord
and the second is to love your neigh-
bor. This committee is the ‘‘love your
neighbor committee,”” because there is
not a life in America that is not
touched by what we do.

We could spend a lot of time, but we
do not have a lot of time, so I do want
to highlight some of the important
things in this bill that are very essen-
tial, very important to the American
people.

The fiscal year 2002 Labor, Health
and Human Services appropriation bill
totals $123.371 billion. And I might say
here that Chairman YOoUNG and Rank-
ing Member OBEY worked closely with
OMB in arriving at the number we
needed to do this bill in the best pos-
sible fashion.

Also I want to say at the outset it is
my understanding that the Office of
Management and Budget will have a
letter to us supporting what is in this
bill, That is, the Administration.
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It is the result of 2 months of sub-
committee hearings in which we heard
testimony from three Cabinet Secre-
taries, numerous agency heads, as well
as 180 public witnesses. The bill provide
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$14 Dbillion for the Department of
Labor, which includes a $75 million in-
crease for the very popular Job Corp
program, $53 million for discretionary
programs at the Department of Health
and Human Services, including $393
million for bioterrorism protections.

And I might mention at this point
that we added $100 million over what
we had originally planned on as a re-
sult of the events just 30 days ago. So
we have a very substantial sum to give
the Centers for Disease Control in At-
lanta to respond to bioterrorism con-
cerns.

We have an increase of $22.8 million
for biomedical research activities at
the National Institutes of Health. And,
finally, the bill provides increases for
the Department of Education, totaling
$4.7 billion above the President’s re-
quest, and I might say it is in conform-
ance with H.R. 1, which passed this
House by a very sizable majority.

Mr. Chairman, many in this Chamber
as well as the general public have been
awaiting the movement of this bill
over the past months. The primary rea-
son for its delay over the summer has
been our interest in seeing the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce
complete their work in authorizing
comprehensive reform for our elemen-
tary and secondary education program,
the President’s number one domestic
priority.

Although the conference on this leg-
islation is not yet complete, we have
taken the format of the House passed
version of H.R. 1 in crafting this bill.
As many of you are aware, the bill re-
ceived an increase in its allocation to
address the priorities of education re-
form $4.2 billion of the $4.7 billion in-
crease in the original allocation is de-
voted to three areas of education fund-
ing: Title I funding for the disadvan-
taged, Special EHEducation and Pell
Grants. And I am pleased that we could
increase Pell Grants because this helps
those students who do not have the
necessary resources to get an oppor-
tunity to get education beyond high
school.

Education programs for the disadvan-
taged based upon H.R. 1, the No Child
Left Behind Act, are funded at $10.5 bil-
lion. While this funding level is a sig-
nificant increase over last year, I want
to highlight a major difference in the
program over previous years. Under
this bill and its underlying authoriza-
tion, schools are now being held ac-
countable to children and their parents
for achieving success in reading and
math. Gone are the days when Federal
dollars flow to States and local edu-
cation and counties with no account-
ability. The disadvantaged children of
this country will no longer be per-
mitted to be pushed along from grade
to grade with little hope for their fu-
tures.

As a former teacher and principal
myself, I recognize the vital role of a
good teacher in ensuring the success of
a student. I appreciate the work of the
authorizers in recognizing this as well
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in title II of H.R. 1. We have provided
$3.175 billion in this bill for teacher
quality programs. These programs in-
clude both training for teachers just
entering the field and continuing edu-
cation for those already teaching.

In addition, we have provided $50 mil-
lion for the Transition to Teaching/
Troops to Teachers Program. I would
especially highlight the Troops to
Teachers Program, to which our First
Lady Laura Bush is devoting a great
deal of her time. This program will as-
sist retiring members of our military
by facilitating the necessary steps for
teacher certification, enabling them to
move into the field of teaching for
their second careers. They bring to this
field a vast amount of experience, both
in working with people as well as expe-
rience and in many locations around
the world. Our dedicated service men
and women often have extensive
knowledge and expertise in science and
math, the very subjects that so many
of our children are struggling with in
the school experience.

Further, these military personnel
have attained a level of maturity and
organization that would be of great
benefit to our schools today. I person-
ally am very enthused about this pro-
gram and its potential for our Nation’s
leaders, and I am grateful to our First
Lady for her leadership in attempting
to make it a success.

Next, we know how important the
early years of learning are to pro-
moting reading readiness. To assist our
Nation’s youngest children in obtain-
ing these vital tools for reading, we are
funding two new programs in the Presi-
dent’s budget request, Reading First
State Grants and Early Reading First.
These programs are intended to enable
children to derive the necessary tools
for success in reading, including pho-
nemic awareness, alphabetic knowl-
edge and vocabulary. I know from my
own experience as an elementary prin-
cipal that you have to read before you
can go into science, math and the other
disciplines. Reading becomes funda-
mental.

Consistent with H.R. 1, our bill elimi-
nates 35 programs in the Department of
Education, consolidating and stream-
lining them and granting maximum
flexibility to States and local edu-
cation agencies to use funds to best
meet the needs of their students.
Again, we will put the money where it
helps children and not so much in ad-
ministrative costs.

Many Members have expressed their
concerns about the level of Federal
funding for Special Education. The fis-
cal year 2002 bill provides $7.7 billion
for grants to the States for Special
Education. This level is the highest
ever for Special Education. As I men-
tioned earlier, the House and Senate
education committees have not yet
completed their conference on H.R. 1
and the issue of how special education
is funded in the future has been an
issue for the conference.

The Senate version of the bill in-
cluded a provision to take funding for
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special ed out of discretionary spending
and instead provide for it through man-
datory spending. I want to emphasize
that the proposal is the wrong way to
approach this type of funding. We need
to have oversight to make sure these
programs are reaching the students
that we want, and that the money is
used wisely and carefully.

We are aware of numerous problems
with the program, and only when the
funding remains on budget is it ac-
countable to the people through annual
review of the Congress through the ap-
propriations process.

Mr. Chairman, I commend the Sec-
retary of Education for his announce-
ment this past week of a special com-
mission to examine the special edu-
cation program and make rec-
ommendations for improving it. It is
through this process that we can im-
prove the program and more effectively
fund the many needs of our Nation’s
children in need of special education
services.

Finally, we all recognize the impor-
tance of higher education in meeting
the needs of our 2lst century global
economy. Higher education expenses
continue to increase at a higher level
than inflation, presenting a major bar-
rier for low-income students.

I am pleased to report that the bill
includes an increase in funding for the
Pell Grant programs which would bring
the maximum grant level to $4,000, the
highest in history.

The tragic events of September 11
have changed the lives of us all. While
we are now focusing on terrorism
around the world, we must make every
effort to protect our citizens at home.
Through several accounts within the
Department of Health and Human
Services, we are working to prepare
our public health agencies to respond
to bioterrorism threats. We have pro-
vided a total of $393 million to address
these needs.

Here at home the health and well-
being of our citizens, not just in the
area of bioterrorism, but otherwise,
must remain a priority for us all.

The bill provides an increase of $22.8
million for biomedical research activi-
ties at the National Institutes of
Health. This increase is the same pro-
grammatic increase requested by the
President.

During the course of our public wit-
ness hearings over 7 full days, a major-
ity of our witnesses testified about dis-
eases afflicting either themselves or a
loved one. They appeared before our
subcommittee seeking hope, hope for
successful treatment and cures for
these diseases. Our members have been
touched by this testimony, and we are
committed to providing funding so that
the best and brightest researchers in
our Nation, and I might say the most
dedicated, may work to achieve the
hope of so many of our citizens. Wheth-
er it is hope for my young constituent
in North Canton, Ohio, who suffers
from juvenile diabetes, or an older con-
stituent in my district who in his mid-
dle years has received the devastating
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diagnosis of Parkinson’s disease, funds
for research are the hope we can pro-
vide.

The countless scientific break-
throughs and studies we have already
funded have given us a great deal of
knowledge in how to prevent disease
and illness. It is incumbent upon us to
share this knowledge to improve the
health of the Nation. Through the good
work of the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, we are getting the
messages of prevention out.

In total, the bill provides $4 billion
directly to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol. Its work includes efforts to pre-
vent chronic diseases such as diabetes,
heart disease and stroke by promoting
healthy lifestyles.

Through the work of CDC’s epidemic
officers, we can bring important assist-
ance and assurances to communities
when disease outbreaks occur, as they
did in my district this past spring. Stu-
dents at a high school in my district
contracted meningitis, a severe illness
with potentially life-threatening con-
sequences. The Centers for Disease
Control, together with the Department
of Health, worked to bring the out-
break under control and prevent its
spread. The presence of CDC brought a
sense of security to the community.

Our Nation’s community health cen-
ters, funded through the Health Re-
sources and Services Administration,
represent an important health care op-
tion for the underserved. A funding pri-
ority for the President, we are pro-
viding $1.3 billion for these centers,
which is an increase of $150 million
over last year’s bill and $26 million
over the President’s request. These
take the place in many areas of emer-
gency rooms and provide a much better
source of health care on an easy-to-get-
to basis.

This bill supports our country’s com-
prehensive effort to aggressively com-
bat HIV/AIDS, an epidemic claiming
40,000 new victims each year. It pro-
vides $112 million for the Ryan White
AIDS programs, which enable individ-
uals to access needed medical care and
support services. The bill provides $844
million for programs at the CDC which
fund research, surveillance, as well as
State and local efforts to prevent the
spread of this disease. It continues to
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support the groundbreaking research
funded by NIH that could lead to im-
proved treatments and, hopefully, a
cure one day.

Through all these programs, this bill
continues to support the Minority
AIDS Initiative, which seeks to address
the disproportionate impact of HIV/
AIDS among racial and ethnic minori-
ties.

We have included a total of $40 mil-
lion for abstinence only education pro-
grams. This amount is $10 million over
the President’s budget request and $20
million over last year.

The training of pediatricians and pe-
diatric specialists is an important pri-
ority. I am pleased to report that the
bill funds Children’s Graduate Medical
Education at the full authorization
level of $285 million.

Following the President’s lead, this
bill commits substantial resources to
deal with our Nation’s substance abuse
program. It provides over $2 billion, an
increase of $121 million from the pre-
vious fiscal year. Some of these funds
will support the development of new
prevention and treatment models and
improve the delivery of services to the
homeless population. Over $1.7 billion
will be allocated for State substance
abuse block grants, which support alco-
hol and drug abuse prevention, treat-
ment and rehabilitation services.

The bill represents security in so
many ways for so many people, includ-
ing funding for the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program at $2 bil-
lion, the highest level ever.

In addressing the President’s Faith-
Based Initiative, I am pleased to report
that we have funded two programs in
the budget request: The Safe and Sta-
ble Families Program at $70 million
and the Compassion Capital Fund at
$30 million for a total of $100 million.

The bill funds the Head Start Pro-
gram at $6.4 billion, allowing for a con-
tinuation of the same level of services.
It is a $276 million increase, and we are
urging through report language that
Head Start put more emphasis on edu-
cation programs in their areas.

This bill supports a number of efforts
to improve the health and quality of
life of older Americans. It provides a
$10 million increase for programs de-
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signed to enhance the training of
health professionals in geriatrics, so
they can better understand and re-
spond to the health needs of our aging
population, and a number of other
things that are important to seniors,
foster grandparents and so on.

The Department of Liabor will receive
a total of $14 billion in this bill to ad-
dress growing needs in Workforce In-
vestment Act job training as a result of
our slowing economy. We provide $105
million over fiscal year 2001.
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One compelling public witness who
appeared before our committee ad-
dressed funding for Job Corps. This
gentleman, now an employee of Roto
Rooter in Cincinnati, told us of how his
training at a Job Corps center and the
job he now holds as a result has
changed his life. He now has hope for
his future when before he had none. I
think we forget when we do these bills
how they really touch the lives of peo-
ple, and he was such a classic example
of how important this program was to
his future and what a great difference
it has made.

Independent agencies. We gave the
Social Security Administration addi-
tional funds so that when people need
help in understanding their Social Se-
curity situation, there will be enough
staff to take care of them.

We worked with the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services, again an
important agency for the people of
America. Libraries in communities
across this Nation are windows of op-
portunity for so many young and elder-
ly people alike.

The bill before you is a balanced, bi-
partisan bill. Through the numerous
programs I have just described and the
many I have not had time to mention,
the bill provides security and hope for
our citizens in greatest need.

I say to my colleagues, I ask for your
support of passage of this bill. It is a
good bill. It is a fair bill. It tries in a
balanced way to address the multi-
plicity of needs, and it does show that
we are a good neighbor, that this Na-
tion cares about the quality of life for
all its citizens.
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